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I'M TELLIN’ 
YA, MALONE, NO 
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DARKNESS. 
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THIS BUILDING IS DEFINITELY 
A MYSTERY. VESPER'S DREAM 
PROJECT AND YET ITS NOTHING 
BUTA SHELL. 


PAINTED IN BLOOD. 
I'VE GOTAN IDEA YOU 
KNOW SOMETHING 

ABOUT THAT... 


WHY ARE YOU IN . 
» GOTHAM AND HOW SOON 


O SUIT 
ME BACK. pyet 


Got win OF ITS 
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SIMON VESPER. 
I'M HERE FoR HIM- 
THIS BUILDING 
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AND HIS foweR- 
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YOU CAME. Js 
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PENTAGRAM . 
THE ELECTRICAL GENERATORS 
IN THE BASEMENT, BIG ENOUGH 
TO POWER HALF OF GOTHAMS 
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STUFF LOADED INTO YOUR : ee | 3 SAME TIME. = 


$ NEED TOBESO 
CIRCUMSPECT... 


0 a THIS IS A 
WY Me SCRAMBLED LINE. 
J NO ONE CAN HEAR 
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WELL, THE THING 

IS THAT THE WAY YOU 

GOT US TO RIG THESE 


BUILDINGS.., Ni. 
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7 ANC WITH THE 
EXPLOSIVES AND 

f INCENDIARIES, YOU'RE 

} GONNA BE ABLE TO 

1 SEE THESE FIRES 


WHAT A 
DELIGHTFUL 
IMAGE YOU 
; i . INSPIRE . 
WELL, THIS IS oo — 
ARSON AND ITS GONNA 
LOOK LIKEIT. YOU'RE \ 
GONNA TAKE THE HEAT 
FROM THE 
AUTHORITIES. 


THERE IS ONLY 
ONE AUTHORITY I 
ABIDE BY. YOU'VE 
DONE YOUR WORK, 
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PAIP. 
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THE WARNINGS OF THAT 
INSECT. NO FORCE ON 
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AGAINSTME NOW, 
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LY FROM MY MAINFRAME. 
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TS SEARCH, 
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I BROUGHT YOU 

ONE HUNDRED SOULS 
ONCE. NOW I BRING YOU 
ATHOUSANPFOLP MORE. 
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND 

RECRUITS TO SWELL 

THE RANKS OF YOUR 
ARMY, 


PERHAPS THEN YOU WILL 
GIVE ME THE RESPECT I DESERVE 
AND ON THE DAY OF RECKONING 
I WILL RECEIVE MY DUE --my 
OWN CORNER OF HELL. 


MAYBE THERE'S A 
CLUE IN THE POSITIONING \ 7 
OFTHE BUILDINGS THAT } 
VESPER'S COMPANY 
HAS RECENTLY 
PURCHASED. 


YOU HAVE A 
COMPUTER IN 
THERE TOO2 


= NO, TMLINKED NS 
Goa ONY MAIN DATABASE BY S 
MICROWAVE. T. KEEP THE 


a b/ MAINFRAME... SOME - 
- WHERE SAFE. 


KEEP LOOKING FOR 


THEADDRESSES T'VELISTED.\ \ = 
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THOSE LOTS. 4 HM, L x ’ \. 
vi THOUGHT I : AV 


REMEMBERE? 
\ correctty,,, J 


THE ONLY CLUE IN || 
AMERICAS OLDEST MYSTERY; THE WORV IT WAS WRITTEN IN 
THE DISAPPEARANCE OF WAS CARVED BLOOD ON THE WALL OF 
THE ROANOKE COLONY. HIGH ONATREE. THE TOWER'S BASEMENT. 
A NONSENSE THE SAME BLOOD USED 
TO DRAW THE 
PENTAGRAM. 


WHAT‘S THE 
CONNECTION? 
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OR A NAME. 
SOMEONE SIGNING 
HIS WORK. 


IMPOSSIBLE. 
THE ROANOKE COLONY ie 
DISAPPEARED OVER 
FOUR HUNDRED 
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INCANTATIONS 
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MY HEART GROWS 
COLD. NONE OF 
IT MATTERS. 


GIVE IN. MAKE {T 
EASY. JUST LET 


BUT IT DOES. THAT'S THE 
\| DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ME 
F ANO THEM. IT DOES MATTER 


I DON'T THINK 
YOU QUITE 
APPRECIATE, 
. BATMAN -- 


I DON'T 
KNOW WHERE 
YOU'VE BEEN THE 
PAST SIX YEARS-- 
BUT YOU'LL BE 
SPENDING THE. 
NEXT SIXTY IN 
ARKHAM 


--THE 
GRAVITY OF YOUR 
SITUATION £ 
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y I'M NOT 
THE PHYSICAL 
WEAKLING YOU 


--ONCE WE CAN 
SPEND A LITTLE TIME 
TOGETHER IN HELLS 


\ @ ONE WAY 4 
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MY DARK MASTER, OR BY 
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IT'S OVER. y 
1Y MY SPAWN! 
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CLOTHES WITH 


THE MAN, 
SPAWN. VESPER 


IS ASHELL 
I'M WEARING. 


OF CouRSE! WHy eLse © Y | 
DO YOU THINK I HIRED YOU\ | 
SIX YEARS AGO2 100,000 |\ | 
SOULS MAY BE ENOUGH FOR 
AN ORDINARY DEMON -- 

BUT Z LIKEA LITTLE 
BONUS! 
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eee BODY, AND NIDIT MLL I 
— WOULD NED IT AGAaIN-- 
BS : WHEN THE TOWER 
WAS COMPLENIC 


Dont FLATT 
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SOMETHING 
EVIL. 


IF YOU NEED | (Posi 
ANAME, CALL IT... oe eG 
THE SOUL." . 


ASMALL SMILE 
IN A GRIM WORLD. IT 
SEEMED. APT. 


7 WHAT 
(HAPPENED IN 


y” BUT SOMEBODY 
J ONCE SAID-- "GOOD AND 
EVIL ARE NOT DETERMINED 
BY THE INTERCOURSE OF 
PEOPLE WITH ONE ANOTHER, 
BUT ENTIRELY BYAMAN'S 
RELATIONS WITH 
HIMSELF, ” 
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» \ \ A CITY THAT 
\ \\ NEEDS ME! 
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Al COLD 
NIGHT. 


AT THE 
WATERFRONT. 


GOTHAM'S 
DISTANT 


THE LAPPING 


PILINGS. 


INSIDE 
A WARE- 
HOUSE. 


AN UNFORGIVING 
WINO. 


To] 


HORRID 
POUNDING. 


STARTLED || 
CURSES 


MUFFLED 
GUNSHOTS. 


SALTY. 
SMELLS OF 
BLOOD AND 
SWEAT. 


A SILENT 
SHADOW 
OF A MAN. 


A MERCILESS 
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USTY AIR 
SUCKED INTO 
LUNGS FILLED 
WITH FIRE. 


BLO 
ROM HEAR 


NOT A MOMENT 
SPEN 
ACKNOWLEDGING 
THE PAIN. 


TONIGHT'S FOES 
ARE LEFT BEHIND 
HIM, BROKEN THINGS. 


BUT THE TRUE 
HORROR LIES 


WEAPONS-- SOLD BY 
AGENTS OF A FALLEN 
DICTATORSHIP TO 
GOTHAM STREET GANGS. 


WEAPONS-- BOT, \ 
FOR A WAR THA 
NEVER MABPENED. 


GUNS. 
GRENADES. 
ROCKET 
LAUNCHERS:- 


--AND STRANGE, 
HIGH-TECH DEVICES 
THAT HINT AT THE 
SMALLER HORRORS 
THAT WOULD HAVE 

1] FOLLOWED THE 


. eae ee SS ws 
WOOT LL 


NO CHANCE-- be 
UNLESS... MOVE SLOWLY. we 


4 > NS 


STAY CONSCIOUS. 


\ IGNORE THE PAIN. 
a 


STAY CONSCIOUS... 


wiyyy , 
THE PROM: 
OF POWER. 


STUDY THEM. 
JUST PUT 
THEM ON-- 


LOC DEN 
SURGE OF SUPERHUMAN | 
STRENGTH-- AN ALMOST 
DIZZYING WAVE OF 
CONFIDENCE-- 


YEAR 
BATMAN HAS 
KNOWN - - 


-- WHEN 


THERE (5 NO & 
DEFENSE-- | 


1D. 


Lv AN WE (2@7/; 

| THE ROBOT STAGGERS, \ --REVEALING SOME- | 9 

CONFUSED-- A VISOR THING WARM AND 
SHATTERS, THE SOUND | SOFT AND FRIGHTENED 

RY ALMOST PRETTY-- INS 


ZU 

AT LEAST 
PART OF 
THIS THING 
1S HUMAN. 


FRIGHTENED. 
CONFUSED. 
BUT STILL 
MOVING FOR 


THE KILL. 
A CY8ORG OF 
SOME KIND-- 
ITS HUMAN PART 
DEPRIVED OF 
FREE WILL. 


| 


IN GET INSIDE 
\ GET PAST IT 


WRESTLING 
A JACK- 
HAMMER. | 


ENGLISH -- HE'S 
SPEAKING ENGLISH, 
NOT RUSSIAN-- 


-- ENGLISH-- WITH AN 
AMERICAN ACCENT-- 


--A_BROOKLYN 
ACCENT. 
WHAT IS 
GOING _ON 
HERE ? | 


--BUT THE A/R 
GOES HOT AND A 
STRIDENT SIGNAL 
BRINGS A 
RINGING TO 
BATMAN'S EARS... 


ee 2 <6 = -_ = 
ba . 
FREE WHAT'S AS “4 
iii SAVING HIS 


LIFE MAY STILL 
5E POSSIBLE. 


EEEEEEEEE. 
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THEN THE 
EARTH 
TREMBLES 


OF THE THOUSANDS OF CARIN 
PRESIDENT OF HEAL THE WO. a aie SHARING VOLUNTEERS WHO HAVE BROUGHT 
HUMANITARIAN ACHIEVEMENT “OUR WORK EMPOWERMENT, ZIND ATTITUDE ADJUST - 


MENT TO THE DISENFRANCHISED OF OUR 
HAS ONLY BEGUN,” SAID DR. LOVE, 
Oe ee ne TROUBLED PLANET...” 


Al DAMP PLACE, 

WHERE SOUNDS I TOOK 
ECHO, UPWARD, pis Speers 
Voorn a Ale HERB TEA FOR 


YOU, MASTER 
ENDLESS DARKNESS. BRUCE. 


IT'S CHAMOMILE. 
THE TEA, THAT IS. 
UTTERLY RENOWNED 
FOR RELIEVING 
STRESS IN VIGILANTES 
B SUFFERING FROM 
G OBSESSIVE THE BLOOD’S 
WG DISORDER. GETTING IN 


VERY GOOD, 
SIR-- BUT YOU 
MIGHT CONSIDER 
REMOVING YOUR 
COWL, SO AS TO 

FACILITATE MY 
EFFORTS. Orie 


SOMETIMES 
I'M MORE 
COMFORTABLE 
WITH THE 
MASK ON. 


Hmm.,. NO 
FINGERS, SO 
LS FINGER- 
PRINTS. BUT 

HE'S STILL GOT 
HIS TEETH... 


»” WHAT'S THE Se 
Y BRAIN OFA ¥ 
a LOUIS NEW YORK BUM 
BACCHUS. AGE A DOING INSIDE 
42. VAGRANT, A OF A SOVIET 

ACUTE ALCOHOLIC. CYBORG? 

LAST SEEN 42nd » 
STREET MISSION, ~~ ONE 
MID - MANHATTAN. SEVERED HEAD'S 

PRESUMED AS GOOD AS 
DEAD. THE NEXT, 
ISN'T IT? 


I DONT GET * 
NIGHTMARES. 
“ FA 


Yj 


1a THEY SAY 
CHAMOMILE 
1S SURE TO 


_— NT ie — Jy, 


. SCANNING 
FOR DENTAL 
RECORD 
MATCH-UP.., 
HERE WE GO... 


EVEN 
THE SELF- 
INFLICTED 
VARIETY. 


NO NEED 
FOR_PUNCH- 


SPEAKING 
WITH YOu, J 
AS ALWAYS. 4 


“= ~ h 

ff WHO WA c 
é A AS A MUGGER'S BULLETS 
> ae | AND BONE OF 7) 


, & an MA 


: <<a 
--AND HE KNOWS 


THE HUNT MUST 
cay, ONLY 


--AS HEAL THE WORLD'S PILOT PROGRAM 
PROVIDES NEW YORK’'S HOMELESS NOT JUST 


jel FOOD AND SHELTER, BUT WITH HOPE 


A BETTER LIFE, THROUGH THE 
WONDERS OF ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT 
AND SOCIAL REALIGNMENT-- 


] AMONG THE 


OREGS OF 
HUMANITY, 


i) BATMAN 


LISTENS -- MOSTLY, 

FOR ANY W HE HEARS 

SCANT CLUE. SOB STORIES 
AND OUTRIGHT 
NONSENSE. 


-- REPORTS ARE FLOODING OUR DESK FROM 
Ploeg es T ye raed OF MUGGERS 


SH VIOR. COULD IT BE THATA 
CERTAIN CAPED CRUSADER HAS COME TO 
THE BIG APPLE? 


...1 SAWIT, ~ 
MAN! THERE 


7 WAS Al, A HOLE 
RIGHT THROUGH 
HIM, STILL STANDING 


THERE LIKE HE DIDN'T 
NOTICE f NEXT 


8 POSSESSED 
WITH MAGIC POWERS. 


NONSENSE, 
a HE THINKS. 


SSX 


BUT BATMAN 
IS WRONG. 
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ANOTHER NIGHT CREATURE 
GLIDES THROUGH 
MANHATTAN'S CONCRETE 
CANYONS, ON A QUEST OF | 


HE 1S A DEAD MAN. 
BROUGHT TO WRETCHED 
LIFE--A SLAVE OF HELL 
WHO SEEKS REDEMPTION. 


AND SOME OF 
MIS FRIENOS 
ARE MISSING. 
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” GIVE ME 
A MATCH. 
WAIT'LL YOU 


THIS. YOU'RE 
SONNE ove 


Z LOOK AT 
HIM. DOESN'T 
EVEN WAKE UP. GALLON 
OF GASOLINE ON HIM 
AND_HE DOESN’T 
EVEN WAKE UP. 


mia — y WHICH 15 
pone eer \ WHERE YOU TWO 
ARE GOING--UNLESS YOU 
GIVE ME A DAMN GOOD 

REASON NOT TO SEND 

YOU THERE. 


BREWED IN 
THE DEPTHS 
OF HELL. 
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A TINY. 
BURST OF 
HELLBORN 
POWER 
SQUANDERED. 


ce. W, --A_ WANTON 
ral ac Sp ACT OF 
| LA MURDER. 
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; LIKE GETTING GOOD 
a Yo) ae 
rH hres L INTO THE 
| MURDERER’S KIDNEY. 
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SIX MONTHS IN 
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Sst ie TIS. SIDE 
ce CRIPPLED -- aNy 


KEEP HIM OFF- - 


DON 
BOTHER. 70 CCH 
) Toe BREATH -- 
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ey T'S LIKE 
PUNCHING A 
BRICK WALL . 
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a -- THE RESULTS cee 
[| SHOULD BE = 
JUST SHORT (——— —= 
—+ OF LETHAL-- ee KNOCK IT ~ 
= —— OFF, BATMAN. » \ 
— fe «IM NOTIN THE MOO0- 
= MS AND I DON'T HAVE J 


THE TIME. 


BUT HE ISN'T EVEN Vy 
; a HARD-- 
ANOTHER KICK 


Fg AT THAT SLAB -- WHATEVER HE IS, 
GRANIT! rae SREATHING HE STILL BREATHES-- 
<a IT-- 
MAN WOULD = 


= 
f erhi Ei gas x 
a =a NEEDS Ti A. cS 
BREATHE-- SS) 
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GET SOME 
DISTANCE-- 


IT SEEMS TO un 
SLOW HIM DOWN. \% 


/T SEEMS TO 
SOFTEN HIM UP, 


| Me 111 OVERPOWERED, FF 
| BATMAN REALIZES-- 
__ ib 3 RETREAT OR 


AND DON'T 
YOU COME BACK 
HERE -- YOU GOT YoUR 
TURF--AND 1 
GOT MINE-- 


I'LL BE BACK & 


ALL RIGHT. YOU 


T YOU 
BLESSINGS 1 LET 
YOU OFF SO 


--TO MAKE 
HIMSELF 


--TO BEAT 
THE CRAP 
OUT OF 

BATMAN. 


SHOWED Him. 
L SHOWED HIM. 


JESUS. 
THAT GAS. WHAT 
WAS IN IT? 


St 


SPAWN RELAXES 
HIS MAGIC -- AND 
TOMACH . 


iS WORSE WHEN 
YOU HAVEN ‘T 
EATEN. IT TAKES 
THAT MUCH 
LONGER TO CON- 
VINCE THE OLD 
GAG REFLEX THAT 
THERE'S NOTHING 
LEFT TO PUKE... 


BATMAN HE SPENDS THE NEXT FEW 
GETS TEN MINUTES TEACHING HIM- 
BLOCKS SELF HOW TO BREATHE 
BEFORE HIS WITHOUT COUGHING. 
KNEES THEN HE GOES TO WORK 

GIVE OUT. ON HIS RIGHT ARM, FITTING 


IT BACK INTO!TS SOCKET. 
THEN HE TWISTS HIMSELF 
AROUND UNTIL THE BONES 
OF HIS SPINE ARE A 8IT 
LESS TANGLED. 


VARA WA A 


ALL THIS IS VERY PAINFUL, 
WHICH [IS GOOD. IT KEEPS 
HIS MIND OFF THE 
HUMILIATION. 


Ay 


In Wa, 
iif THE PUNK 
- ih, HAS me 

BACK. 


THE BUILDING 1S 
OLD AND CRUMB- 
LING. THE DOOR 
LOOKS LIKE I(T 
WOULD BREAK IF 
YOU LEANED 
AGAINST IT. 


BUT ONCE YOU 

j SCRAPE OFF THE 
FAKE RUST-- 
THE LOCK IS A 


STATE- OF - THE- 
ART SECURITY 5 
FOR A MISSION? 


BACK WHEN HE 
WAS A SOLDIER-- 
BACK WHEN HE 
WAS ALIVE--AL 


SIMMONS \ 

COULD PICK ONE ‘ 

OF THESE BEAUTIES ie ao 5 A 
atte “tT 


IN TEN SECONDS 
FLAT. 


<i LL 
NOW IT 
A 
ZAZA TAKES HIM 
ZA TWELVE, 


“OF LAs - ' all 
Ves 
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Ge Tipe: be 


A JUNKIE NAMED 
SYLVIO LED SPAWN 
HERE. HE SEEMED TO 
KNOW SOMETHING. 


“YOU CAN CHECK 
IN, “ SAID SYLVIO, 
; CAN’ 


CHECK OUT. 


BEHIND HiM -- 
MLED S$. 


io) ERVOS 
WHIRR, ALMOST 
SILENT... 


{4 
Ye A, ‘> re 
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\ ANOTHER 7. (WN 
\ PRECIOUS LITTLE |G. ON) A 
PIECE OF HELL (i, & ASW 
q RELEASED... Y ANY NS 


1 
irq SiN E nN OF 
1 Ve Bis WW A ee 


WW)... RELEASED. | 
\ WASTED. | 


BETTER 
TO_USE THE 


iA WEAPON ~™ 
Ba AT HAND. ~~ 


w\ 


OD 


ucK. WHAT Sy 
THE ELL eee BS 


LIKE MUSIC, | “~~ 
HYPNOTIZING, |7 


| THEN-- LIK 
A_THUNDER- 7 
CLAP-- 


wencesce Wiis NNN) SFM EhSeC 
Fe... PREPARE 5a Wu = 
! TO SHED YOUR : THE MEMORY OF 
POISONED BODIES AL SIMMONS-- 
ZY AND BECOME : SOLDIER-- ON 
PERFECT SERVANTS Ae GHASTLY 
OF SOCIETY. FREE : REIGN 
FROM GUILT AND | BATTLEFIELD -- 
PAIN. FREE FROM @aaawr : - 
CHOICE... . . 


-- SHE WAS 
SMILING. 


1 AND NOW-- 
Bah HERE-- HER SICK 
‘ | EXPERIMENTS 
'* ad CONTINUE. 


j 


} 


~~ | THE HELLPOWER EN 
__ | SURGES, BEGGING | 
~ | FOR RELEASE. \ 


5 
Nees 


Be 
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SPAWN 


BATSIGNAL 
OVER THE 
SKYLINE OF 
MANHATTAN. 


A STRANGE 
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| FE. BATMAN | 
(S STILL IN 


PAIN, HE 
DOES NOT 
KNOW IT. 


Al MAKESHIFT 
BATSIGNAL-- 
A PLEA FOR HELP -- 


-- FROM AN 
EXQUISITE ANGEL F , 
OF MERCY. = 


HIS HEAD 

| ALMOST SPINS, 
LOOKING AT 
Tr LISTENING | 


WERE HE NOT 
WHAT HE 1S, 
HE WOULD CALL 
THE FEELING 
DESIRE. 


A. SECURITY 
CAMERA SPOTTED 


HE WILL 
BE STOPPED, 


BEAUTIFUL MISSION 


TO RUBBLE-- ANYWHERE 


NEAR YOUR 
SHIP. 


THE PUNK WAS } 
HOLDING BACK. | 


BATMAN HAS TO 
EVEN THE ODDS. 


A PHONE CALL | 
TO ALFRED-- 
AND, TWO 
HOURS LATER, 
A PACKAGE. 


ARE IN YOUR 
--AND NOW I HANDS. AND BATMAN 
FEAR IT WILL DO & 1S READY. 
WORSE. TONIGHT-- aay Saree 
A FUND RAISER ABOARD \ | 
THE HEAL THE WORLD ee 
SHIP-- IT'S RUMORED 
THE PRESIDENT MAY 
ATTEND. IF ANY- 
THING SHOULD 
HAPPEN... 


k 


JES THE FILTHY ALLEY = 
SPAWN CALLS HOME. | 


URS at 


USNS 


BATMAN'S NERVE 
GAS PROVES TO BE 
THE GIFT THAT KEEPS 
ON GIVING. 


«BATMAN... 
IF HE’S NOT AN 
1910T, HE'S 
LEARNED HIS 


oo 


BATMAN. 
RIGHT. YOU 

TECL THE 
aus TORIES, 


THAT'S RIGHT. 
JUST LET IT OUT. 
DON'T FIGHT IT. 

IT'S THE ONLY 

WAY. 


COUNT YOUR 
BLESSINGS, AL. 
THE REST OF US 
FEEL LIKE THAT 

EVERY DAY. 


THE CREEP 


WHO O10 THIS 


10 ME... 


{T'S NOT JUS 
A STORY. IT WAS 
BATMAN. ANDO IF HE‘S 
WORKING FOR NADIA 
VLADOVA-- OR 
MARGARET LOVE, 
AS SHE'S CALLING 
&® HERSELF-- 
eA KINDA 
--THEN HE'S ie LIKE “ELSE- 
NOT THE HERO WORLDS,” hub? 


EVERYBODY JY WHATRE 
YOU TALKING 


YLLET tb tego 


\ Y 
AN \ 


AND 
LLL 9010 
HIM WHAT 
I'LL 00 To 

HER... 


Uh. AL. 
MAYBE 
| YOU OUGHT 
TO TURN 
AROUND. 


THE POWER OF 
THE GLOVES -- 
STREAMS 
ROUGH BATMAN-- 
Eo LEE cE. 


-- HE FACES AN 


OF PUNISHMENT. | | 


>... NO NEED FOR 
1 THE USUAL 
RESTRAINT, 


0. 


YOU'RE AN 
iO1OT. TLL 


Mm TEAR YOu 
\ APART. 


N HE 
SND. | 
--AL SIMMONS ayy * 
DION‘T NEED NSss 
MAGIC-- SS 
_ 


FIGHTS THE WAY 
HE WAS TRAINED 
TO FIGHT: 
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Ki WE 


TALKING 
TRASH. YOU'RE 
TALKING TRASH. 
IT WON'T HELP 


DISCIPLINE. 
STUPID 
FIGHTER 


HAD IT. 
if You've HAD IT. 
YOU'RE PONE. 


Jus, 
WARMING UP 


MI 2 
YOU STUPID 
PUNK. 


GIVE IT UP = rips ee ¥. 40 os 

a Wd 2 OU. YOU CAN'T 

PUNK. YOU'RE | 
FINISHED. JUST } egy) EVEN GET UP. 

pe LOOK AT YOU. . Wh Mei YOu'RE THe ONE 


YOU'RE 
FINISHED. 


Vt == 
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=e 


CATCH MY 
BREATH. JUST 
CATCH MY BREATH 
AND I'LL BREAK 
YOU 1N HALF. 


AND, JUST 
WHEN THEY'VE 


i 


\ __ . LO 
-- THE ALLEY | . - - 
SHUDDERS. \¢ : we NE } em | --TO MAKE \ 
% 


R SURE THERE |W 


SHE CAN'T BE EXPOSED-- 
CAN'T BE 


| AND SPAWN ARE DEAD. 
Ly SUTT, TST REN 


SHATTERS 
LIKE 
GLASS. 


A MORTAL 
WOUND. 


SAAN 
SAN \ 
y yy WS uh 


mS Sy 4 : KILLING “SS 
-- AND HEA 

a FEELS A FINAL THE WET OR | HIM. cHeist, ¥ 

oe Hine Oe ada ee X H y 


SPAWN REACHES 
DEEP W. 
HIMSELF O FIND 
THE STRENGTH TO 
STAY CONSTIOUS- = 


WM --70 FIND THE | 
MN Witt TO RISE-- | 


aS --AND HE whi 
Ca REACHES, Ath THE Va 
RAY TOHELLTO. Ee 
FIND WHE POWER. 


StuPiD punk. 
UNDISCIpLINED. 


YOU'RE 
NOT MAKING 
SENSE. YOU'RE IN 
SHOCK. IT LOOKS 
REALLY BAD. 


FIGHT. NO 
DISCIPLINE-- 


!'T WOULD 
TAK 
MIRACLE TO 


ExA 

VE HIM. 
= = 
Ea /i 


SA 


WHAT ARE YOU 


DOING? . & € 
SAVING YOUR LIFE-- We dai ZA Ts) zy 


AND DROPPING IN 


FOR A VISIT. , 7. = 


GET OUT OF MY HEAD. 


HEAR THAT, BATMAN? THATS 
YOUR HEARTBEAT. YOU DIDN'T ¢ 
ee Oe 08 ae THERE. ¥ 
OU'RE WEL E. —$ a“ 
Bp L = 


Sey 


Gas] 
HEAD, YOU TWIT. 
£ COULD DO THAT. BUT 
THEN f'D JUST HAVE TO 
BEAT THE CRAP OUT OF 
YOU ALL OVER AGAIN. 


Se 


MAN, J FLATTENED YOUR 
ASS. J ONLY LET UP OUT 
OF PITY. A STRAY CAT 
WOULO'VE GIVEN ME 
MORE TROUBLE THAN 


S } a - q ae i 
YOU 10. aoe ie Ww eee 
AT LEAST 1 ae ba! SS \W 


COULD KEEP MY \ NS gs ww 7 TR 
DINNER DOWN. _ * AN ie 


OKAY. YOU MADE 
ME PUKE. I'LL 
GIVE YOU THAT. 
BiG DEAL. pug 


NOT UNTIL 
WE'VE HAD A 
LITTLE CHAT. 


—— 


SWAPPED Ff 
A FEW ¥ 
STORIES. 
of wees 


TRADED A FEW 
PIECES OF 
EACH OTHER. 


es 


MURDERER. YOU'RE A | 
MURDERER. A HUNDRED 
TIMES OVER. YOU'RE 
DETESTABLE. 


J WAS A SoLvieR-- 5 
FouGrT AND 1 O1ED-- 5 } 
WASN’T SOME RICH KID ff 
WITH A fees AeOul | 
BATS. i 


A Sotpier-- Wie 
FACING BULLETS--» - 


-- BULLETS -- 


YOUR PARENTS-- J anne 
' > — ae 
VN Yy, MY HEAD! 
MS OS, NOT UNTIL [2g 
» News Mpa] You KNow! Yee 


LOOK AT HER, BATMAN! ¥ 
LISTEN TO THE SOLDIERS J 
GIBBER LIKE IDIOTS AND | 
SCREAM ANDO DIE! THAT'S } 
MARGARET LOVE AND 7f 
HER DAMN MIND 
EXPERIMENTS ! petra 


ASHE Smiteo, 
DAMN HER 


Bai: A LITTLE 
q THicK, BuT 00 You 
UNDERSTAND WHAT |i c= \ 


SHE 1S-- AN WHAT 
WE HAVE 10 907 


7, 


RW NOTHING 
WOE 5:0 RATHER pO. 


IT'S NOT A VERY 


NICE PLACE. SAE EAR, 


<r WON'T 
YOU EveR “EL GE eee 


THOUGHT ABOUT 
GETTING 


WE'VE 
GOT WORK 
TO _DO. 
LET'S GO. 


DISTINGUISHED = 
\ WHEN I WAS 


7 COLLEAGUES. HONORED 
. GUESTS. MY DEAR, DEAR JUST A LITTLE GIRL, 1 
FRIENDS. GOD BLESS SAW THE SADNESS AND 
YOU ALL. SUFFERING AROUND ME--AND 
. I DECIDED TO DEDICATE EVERY 


: HOUR OF MY LIFE TO HEALING 
THE PAIN OF OUR TROUBLED 
PLANET. AS YEARS PASSED. 
eas NE ir 
AE BES new RE SER] Me SASHES 
DIDN'T COME TO 4 RSD — BLACK OLE a 
THE FUND-RAISER, : 
BUT EVERYBODY 
ELSE WHO'S ANY- 


BODY D/D. - 
MARGARET 
LOVE INSISTS THAT 
EVERYONE TRY 
THE PUNCH. 


THE PUNCH 's A NON- 
ALCOHOLIC DELIGHT 
THAT TICKLES THE 


MIND VERY OPEN TO 
SUGGESTION. 


... FOR EVERY 
MOUTH WE FED, 
STILL HUNGRY FOR EVERY 
i . FOR EVERY | 
MIND WE TURNED TO LOVE V4 zy SHEN, ONE 
DAY, AN EPIPHANY. 
AND JOY, THERE WERE y Re REN 


NATIONS OF SLAVES TO RS 
! \ { BOLT IT STRUCK ME. 
BIGOTRY AND HATRED. )\ ALL THE CONFUSIONS 


AND COMPLICATIONS — = 
THE VICE PRESIDENT 


FELL AWAY. IT’S 
ALL SO SIMPLE, NODS VIGOROUSLY. 


SO OBVIOUS. 


THE PROBLEM 
(S PEOPLE. 


PEOPLE. 
LOW MURMUR : SWEATING, FARTING. 
OF SAD e[ “MEAT- EATING. 
AGREEMENT } LAND - DESTROYING, 
FROM A CRUEL, STUPID, 
SENATOR. \ Z MURDEROUS 
PEOPLE. 


PEOPLE. 
SPRAWLING ACROSS 
THE PLANET, CLUTTERING 
ITS NATURAL PERFECTION 
WITH ENDLESS FLESH, 
COUNTLESS FACTORIES 
AND DINERS AND MINI - 
MALLS AND TOXIC 
WASTE DUMPS AND 
CONCENTRATION 


iY) 


Nh | 


WE STAND 
AT THE BRINK 
OF A GREAT 

DESTINY; MY 

FRIENDS. 


WE_HAVE 
A GLORIOUS 
OPPORTUNITY-- 
TO USHER IN A NEW 
WORLD-- A WORLD 
FREE OF PAIN AND 
FEAR AND WAR AND 
CRIME AND ALL THE 
OTHER EVILS 
OF HUMAN 
WILLFULNESS. 


AND ALL 
{T WILL TAKE 
IS A WAR THAT 
WILL GROW AND 
GROW UNTIL THE 


FIRE IS EVERY- 
WHERE. Le 


“THE PROBLEM 
IS PEOPLE. 


Jax. A > 
tf IN THE HOLD, | \\ 
AA AN ARSENAL -- 
t fi 


-- BU/LT FOR 
AA WAR THAT 
d WAS NEVER 


OVER THE CROWD. 
y 1 IWO GENERALS 
TRADE HIGH-FIVES. 


THEN, WHEN THE 
FIRES HAVE DIED, OUR 
HISTORIC WORK WILL 
TRULY BEGIN. USING A 
TRINITY OF METHODS -- 
THERAPY -- TECHNOLOGY: - 
AND FORCE-- WE WILL r 
OFFER FREEDOM FROM 
CHOICE TO EVERY 
LIVING SOUL. : 


WE WILL 


mde @ 
JUBILANT 
tid APPLAUSE. : 


ARRIVING TWENTY 
MINUTES LATE, 
THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED 
STATES TAKES 
HHS FIRST SIP OF 
PUNCH. 


HIS FRIENDS 
BEGIN TO 
FILL HIM IN. 


MOVE IT, BATMAN! 

YOU'RE TAKING 100 

LONG WITH THE 
GUARDS ! 


LIKE THE BEST WAY, 
ALL RIGHT? 


T THIS 
YEARS L 
THAN YO 
VEr 


ONGER 
U 


-- AND I’M A WHOLE 


So Sc c 
--NO THANKS SN] YOU'RE A BLUNT 
J INSTRUMENT, KID-- SO 
SI GO AHEAD-- KICK UP 
ALL THE NOISE YOU 
WANT-- 


| THAT WAS AF 
CHEAP SHOT, | 


“YOU MAKE NOISE.) Nac 


\} wa 


Be J65.S-- LOOK AT A \ 
SHIT. (T COULD LEVEL A [ff 


JUST SMASH 
CYBORGS AND SHUT 
UP. I'LL DOTHE 
THIN HERE. 


SY THIS 15 A DAMN e 

y] ARSENAL! THERE'S EVEN YING 

V1 NUKES! SHE'S OUTTO fh 
KILL EVERYBODY : 


a 
Oh, GREAT. PERFECT. 
tt THAT WAS EXPERT, 


| | 
| 
| 


i | 

| 

q | 

F He 
| 


im -- YOU WERE A f 
SOLDIER. YOU ; 
OULD'VE KNOWN |’” 

Pita THAT EXPLOSIVES | 


ANQ SWEET AN 
AND CAREFUL. His 


THAT WOMAN'S f 
Ef OUT 10 END 
EVERYTHING AND 
BD i'M STOPPING HER 
ANO £ DON'T CARE 
IF IT KILLS ME ALL 
OVER AGAIN To 


: 


BATMAN fae 
h HAS NO 
ig ANSWER. 


a 


HE MOVES 
TOWARD THE 
DYING WOMAN, | 
HEARING HE. 


ING HER 
LAST, PATHETIC 
GASPS... | 


HEADING 
STRAIGHT 
FOR THE 
CENTER OF 
TOWN! 


| A FINAL 
WEAPON: 


DO 
SOMETHING, 
YOU 

TWIT! 


e:.5 


ees 
} A 
Do 
ee 5 
t ave 


A BETTER > 
WORLD } 


MADWOMAN-- 


BAILING 
YOU OUT AND 
S'VE GOT 10 PuT 
UP WITH THIS 
\ ABUSE. y 


HOLD ONTO 
YOUR GUTS, 
BATBOY. THIS 
15 GOING TO 
SUCK. 


| A SURGE OF 
HELLPOWER. 


SSS G85 ng TG 


) TELEPORTATION. ff : 


BATMAN 
AND SPAWN 
ARE RIPPED 
TO ATOMS. 


a — 


ae 3 
le TMAN'S HANDS 


(T'S A MESS. a, WATCH {T-- 1 
ED iN 
RCO KNOW THis MoDEL 


TRICK-- TOUCH 
IT WRONG AND 
EVERYBODY 


I WON’T TOUCH 
IT WRONG. AND DON'T 
YOU TOUCH MY CAPE. 
EVER. NOBODY TOUCHES 
MY CAPE. 


i enn 
iS save P 


FO! 
DETES’ 
LACK 

{S NOT 


ANOTHER 


YOU'D BETTER 
HOPE WE DON'T. I 


BREAKFAST-- AND IF 
YOU STEP ON MY TURF 


ean cee \ hn / COULD HAVE YOU FOR 
HING 


SHORT OF 
EMBARRASSING. AGAIN, I WILL. 


WOULD 
YOU JusT 
KNOCK IT OFF? 
ie oa GME 
ECOND ? 

ip ene 


WHAT 
DO You 
SAY We JUST 


I DON’T 
HAVE THE POWER 


-- AND 
WE'LL MEET 
AGAIN. 


YOU ANO ME, WE 
JUST SAVED THE WHOLE CITY-- 
MAYGE THE WHOLE WORLD. WHEN 
THE CHIPS WERE DOWN, WE WOUND 
UP ON THE SAME TEAM. AND NEITHER 
OF US COULD HAVE PULLEO 
THIS OFF ALONE. 


PINUP 
CREDITS 


Spawn/Batman spread pinup 
by GREG CAPULLO 
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smn. guest oa te ie 
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